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The Fall Speakers' Forum has been a tradition at Western

Piedmont Community College for over 20 years. It is an

annual event sponsored by the Division of Humanities

and Social Sciences, the WPCC Student Government

Association, and Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc.

Previous Forums have explored such current and contro-

versial topics as the environment, U.S./Soviet relations,

the American Constitution, Holocaust issues, the massacre

in Tiananmen Square, immigrants and refugees,

crises in Central America., and cultural diversity in the 90's.

In 1994, the Fall Speakers' Forum focuses on one of

the most hotly contested topics of our age. Incredible

advances in technology have brought medicine and medi-

cal ethics under scrutiny as never before. ...

Tuesday, October 25,1994

DR. W. D. WHITE
Professor, Department of Social Medicine, UNC-Chapel Hill

"Biomedical/Ethical Issues for the 21st Century"
An overview of current medical/ethical problems including the

"edge of life" issue of medically assisted suicide.

Introducer: K. Louise White

Wednesday, October 26,1994

DR. MARK ANDREWS
Practicing Clinician; Chair, Wilkes Regional Ethics &

Human Values Board

"Health Care Cost: The Case For and Against the
Single Payer System"

A discussion of how the spiraling costs of medical technology
present ethical issues for consumers, insurers, and government.

Introducer: Dr. John Giles

Thursday, October 27,1994

Ms. MARLENE JACOBY
Regional Coordinator, Bioethics Resource Group,

Charlotte, NC

"Implications of the Human Genome Project: The
Good, the Bad & the Ugly"

Understanding and responding to the complex moral challenges
created by advanced technology.

Introducer: Jack H. Huss



Western Piedmont Community College is a public two-year college with an open-

door admission policy and a comprehensive educational program. Our mission

is to provide the community with quality educational and training opportunities

which are convenient and cost effective.

The Fall Speakers' Forum
is sponsored by
Western Piedmont
Community College's
Division of Humanities
and Social Sciences.

Speakers' Forum Committee:
Paul Wardzinski, Chair
Ann Marie Butson
Grady Church
Rick Noggle
Mary Charlotte Safford
Ralph Soney
Carolyn West

Our thanks to the following
organizations for their support:

Student Government Association
ofWPCC

Western Ptedniont PdUfidatitth, Inc.



Morganton, N.C., Sunday morning, October 16,1994

focuses oh
medicine
By The News Staff

"Medicine: Ethics and Technol-
ogy" will be the subject for, the
1994 Fall Speakers' Forum at
Western Piedmont Community
College later this month.

The forum will focus on ethical
issues in the the field of medicine
resulting from advancing technolo-
gy.

The forum is scheduled for Oct.
25, 26 and 27, with all presenta-
tions to be held at 7:15 p.m. in
Moore Auditorium on the WPCC
campus.

Guest speakers will include Dr.
W.D. White, professor at the
School of Medicine at UNC-
Chapel Hill; Dr. Mark Andrews, a
practicing clinician and chairman
of the Ethics and Human Values
Board of Wilkes Regional Hospi-
tal; and Marlene Jacoby, regional
coordinator of the Bioethics
Resource Group of Charlotte. ,

White, speaking on Tuesday,
Oct. 25, will offer an overview of
current medical and ethical ques-
tions, including the "edge of life"
issue of medically assisted suicide.

On Wednesday, Oct. 26,
Andrews will discuss health care
costs, addressing the case for and
against massive government
involvement in the.health care sys-
tem. •

The forum will end on Thurs-
day, Oct. 27, when Jacoby will
explore the future of genetic engi-
neering.

The speakers' forum is an annu-
al event at Western Piedmont,
organized by the Division of
Humanities and Social Sciences
and each year features speakers on
a controversial subject

The forum, which is sponsored
by the Student Government Asso-
ciation and the Western Piedmont

Forum-
?i;f»jj:;'''

Continued from Page One

Foundation, has in the past dealt
with topics such as peace in the
Middle East, the environment, the
fall of Communism, the massacre
in Tiananmen Square and U.S.
immigration policies.

"We think we once again have a

forum which will present different
aspects of a very critical issue fac-
ing our society," said Paul
Wardzinski, who along with Carol
West helps organize the forum each
year. ,

All presentations are free and
open to the public.



WPCC forum looks
at medical/ethical
issues for the '90s
Er the remaining years of

ils century and far into
le next one as well, few

issues are likely to be more
important to .the American peo-
ple than health care.

The explosive improvements
in medical technology over the
past two decades have been
matched only by the explosion
in health care costs, leaving
many to ponder just how much
health care we can collectively
afford .

How much to pay for health
care,, how best to pay for health
care and how to best distribute
health care are questions that
confront both American govern-
ment and American families.

In addition, a host of other
questions are posed by the
explosion in health care tech-
nologies — questions about the
sanctity of life, new definitions
of death and the relationship
between medicine and ethics.

Many of these questions will
be discussed in detail over the
next three nights in Western
Piedmont Community College's
annual fall speakers' forum.

"Medicine: Ethics and Tech-
nology" is the subject for the
forum which will begin today at
7:15 p.m. in Moore Auditorium
and continue Wednesday and
Thursday at the same time.

Speaking tonight will be Dr.
W.D. White, a professor in the
Department of Social Medicine
at the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill.

medical/Ethical Issues for the
21st Century." He is expected to
offer an overview of current
medical and ethical questions,
including the "edge of life" issue
of medically assisted suicide.

On Wednesday evening, the
speaker will be Dr. Mark

Andrews, a practicing physician
and chairman of the Wilkes
Regional Ethics and Human Val-
ues Board.

Andrews' topic will be be
"Health Care Costs: The Case
For and Against the Single Pay-
er System." Andrews is expect-
ed to address the issue of mas-
sive governmental involvement
in the country's health care sys-
tem.

The forum will conclude
Thursday evening when the
speaker will be Marlene Jacoby,
regional coordinator of the
Bioethics Resource Group of
Charlotte.

Jacoby's topic will be "Impli-
cations of the Human Genome
Project: The Good, the Band and
the Ugly." Jacoby is expected to
discuss the future of genetic
engineering in the United States.

This forum, which is spon-
sored by the WPCC Student
Government Association and the
Western Piedmont Foundation,
offers a unique opportunity to
Burke County residents to learn
more about issues which will
affect their lives in the years and
decades ahead.

This year's forum continues a
tradition of excellence at West-
ern Piedmont Community Col-
lege — a tradition which each
year brings timely topics and top
of the. line speakers to share
ideas and information with local
residents.

We salute WPCC for expend-
ing the time and energy neces-
sary to put these forums together
each year and we particularly
commend this week's tonim to
you as a timely discussion oi
some very timely issues.
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WPCC kicks off fall speakers' forum
By MICHELE LOWDER
For The News Herald

Western Piedmont Community
College's 1994 Fall Speakers'
Forum kicked off Tuesday nigbt
with a lecture by Dr. WD. White on
biomedical/ethical issues in the 21st
century.

The lecture proved to be humor-
ous and stimulating as White dis-
cussed different technological
breakthroughs and the resulting eth-

ical issues.
The speakers' forum consists

each year of three lectures on a con-
troversial topic. This year, the topic
deals with ethics and technology as
pertaining to medicine.

The forum is sponsored by the
college's Division of Humanities
and Social Sciences.

White raised many ethical ques-
tions in his talk including:

• Who should benefit from
scarce, lifesaving treatment?.

• Who should pay for it?
• How far should physicians go

to help patients die in case of a
painful, fatal disease?

Medically assisted suicide, living
wills and what constitutes "extraor-
dinary" means to extend life were
also discussed by White.

White has a bachelor's degree,
master's degree and doctor of phi-
losophy degrees from Baylor Uni-
versity, the University of Texas at
Austin and Princeton University,

respectively. -
He is currently a research profes-

sor in the Department of Social
Medicine at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel HUL

Tonight's lecture in the forum
series will be given at 7:15 pjn. in
Moore Auditorium by Dr. Marlj
Andrews. It will deal with the ethi-
cal issues presented by the spiraling
costs of medical technology. :

The final lecture on Thursday
will feature Martene Jacoby speakr-
ing on the complex moral chal-
lenges created by advanced technol-
ogy.

The lectures are tree and open t6
the public. -



Morganton. N.C.. Thursday. October 27.1994

ndrews speaks at WPCC forum
ly Cynthia Spangler
for The News Herald

Dr. Mark Andrews argued the pros and cons of the
Jngle-payer health care system as the Westeni Pied-

nt Community College Fall Speakers' Forum contin-
I Wednesday night \, a practicing physician at Mountain View

~ iical Center in Hays, based his lecture on Canada's
ent health care system which features publicly,-
ed insurance programs and privately-owned hospi^

s. Within the system, every person is equally cov-'.
id, and there are very few out-of-pocket expenses.
Andrews pointed out that the single-payer system
Id save money in the following ways: _ . , ' • • .
> By eliminating useless facilities,
1 By making it easier to set a specific budget,
1 By eliminating some administrative jobs, thereby

saving money.
Andrews cited facts that support-

ed the idea of a single-payer, system..
He said nearly one-third of Ameri-!
cans are either uninsured or are inad-
equately insured. And of that group,
nearly 40 percent were employed.
"We need to set guidelines in order
to change our current health care
system," Andrews said in summing
up his lecture. He added that based
on Canada's success, the single-pay-:
er system looks like the best choice. Andrews

The Fall Speakers' Forum contin-
ues today at 7:15 p.m. with MarJene Jacoby speaking
on the complex moral challenges related to advanced
technology. The forum will take place in WPCC's
Moore Auditorium.
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;Jacoby speaks at
jWPCC fall forum
fey Rhiannon CottreU

li ETc* The News Herald
p* '-'
||! vThe Western Piedmont Com-
Jmunity College Fall Speakers'
&;prum wrapped up Thursday night
•with a discussion of the ethical
•i&ues stemming from current
j viedical advancements.
• ';Marlene Jacoby lectured on
"Implications of Human Genome
Ftoject - The Good, The Bad and
lf Ugly."

Jacoby is tlie regional coordina-
;tov of the Bioethics Resource
•Gioup located in Mecklenburg

^She currently teaches a course
in bioethics at Charlotte Country
Hfny School. >.

During her lecture, Jacoby dealt
directly with questions that face
society including how far should
society take technological
advancements in genetics and
what is humane and inhumane.

Some of the most controversial
questions addressed were those

dealing with whether or not
advancements such as life support,
changing human characteristics or
building genetic defenses to dis-
ease are as wonderful as first
thought

Other questions discussed
included whether gene therapy is
something society should become
involved with and who will decide
what is considered "good or bad,"
the scientists or citizens.

Jacoby discussed pros and cons
to experimentation with gene ther-
apy, and said the decision to par-
ticipate in this technology is up to
the individual.

She added that those working
on gene therapy are trying to do
"the most good with the least
harm."

According to Jacoby, some feel
as long as gene therapy is used for
cure and prevention of disease and
not for enhancement of human
traits that the therapy can be very
beneficial for those who choose to
use it.
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